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If you like helping children learn but are frustrated by the limits of 
traditional education, you might want to consider becoming a 
Montessori teacher. This flier outlines what Montessori teachers do and 
what it takes to become one. 

Montessori Education 
The Montessori method of education is a holistic, child-centered 
approach that nurtures children’s social, emotional, physical, and 
intellectual development and fosters critical skills such as creativity, 
responsibility, and a lifelong love of learning. 

Montessori students choose their own lessons and work at their own 
pace, using hands-on materials that adapt to different learning styles 
and foster deeper learning. These lessons are carefully integrated, so 
students move naturally from one level to the next, strengthening their 
skills and building their confidence as they go. Montessori classrooms 
are multi-age, usually with 3-year groupings, which nurtures students’ 
social and emotional development and helps build teamwork and 
leadership skills. 

There are over 4,000 Montessori schools in the United States – including 
public, private, and charter schools. Most focus on Primary (preschool 
and Kindergarten) and Elementary (1st through 5th or 6th Grade). 
There are also a number of Montessori middle schools and a few 
Montessori high schools. 

What Montessori Teachers Do 
Montessori teachers are guides and facilitators. Instead of marching 
students through a pre-set curriculum, Montessori teachers create an 
environment in which children can explore and learn at their own pace.  

Montessori teachers nurture their students’ learning by preparing the 
classroom so it includes a wide range of lessons, introducing students to 
new lessons when they are ready, observing them as they work with 
these lessons, and supporting and encouraging them if they run into 
difficulties. Montessori teachers also help students develop the ability 
to manage themselves, take responsibility for their own actions, and 
interact appropriately with others in the classroom. 

Montessori teachers have more freedom than traditional teachers to 
work individually with students and help them grow. In addition, 
because Montessori schools are not test-driven, Montessori teachers do 
not need to focus on preparing children for standardized tests. As a 
result, many teachers find working in Montessori school more reward-
ing than traditional teaching. 

Credentials Required 
Most Montessori schools require their teachers to have a BA and 
Montessori teacher certification.  

Montessori teachers do not need to major in education. The teachers I 
worked with at the Knoxville Montessori School, for example,  majored 
in a variety of fields, including math, psychology, and wildlife and 
fisheries. Majoring in early childhood education or special education 
can be helpful, especially in programs that focus on child development. 
However, it is usually not helpful to major in Elementary education, or 



any form of education that prepares you to teach a standard curriculum 
in the traditional way. Much of what you learn in such a program will 
be counter-productive in a Montessori setting. 

Montessori Teacher Training Programs 
There are many Montessori teacher training programs around the 
country. Most are independent, though a few are attached to colleges 
and universities as undergraduate or graduate programs.  

The best training programs combine the following: 

1) Academic study of Montessori education and child development. 
2) A hands-on internship in a Montessori classroom, under the 

guidance of an experienced Montessori teacher.  

Some training programs provide internships for their students. Others 
leave it up to the student to arrange their own internships but provide 
guidelines to the host schools. In these cases, a staff person from the 
training center usually makes 1-3 site visits during the internship period 
to observe the intern and provide feedback on their work. 

Training to be a Montessori Primary teacher usually takes 1-2 years. 
Training for Lower Elementary and Upper Elementary can take 2-4 
years more. If you want to be an Elementary teacher, it’s helpful to take 
the Primary training first, because Montessori Elementary builds on 
what children do in Primary. If you want to teach Upper Elementary, it’s 
helpful to take the Primary and Lower Elementary training first. 

Choosing a Training Program 
To ensure that you get the best possible training, it’s best to choose a 
training center that is approved by the Montessori Accreditation 
Council for Teacher Education (MACTE).  

MACTE is certified by the US Department of Education and supported 
by all of the major national and international Montessori organizations. 
MACTE-approved training programs meet the highest standards for 
both academic and hands-on training. You can search for MACTE-
approved training programs on the MACTE web site at www.macte.org.  

Some Montessori schools only hire teachers trained at specific training 
centers. Schools accredited by the Association Montessori Internationale 
(AMI), for example, only hire teachers who have AMI training. So if you 
want to teach at a particular school, you should ask about their hiring 
criteria before you choose a training center. 

Resources 
Additional information about Montessori education and Montessori 
teacher training is available from the following organizations. 

• American Montessori Society - http://amshq.org/ 

• Association Montessori Internationale / USA - http://amiusa.org/ 

• Montessori Accreditation Council for Teacher Education (MACTE) - 
www.macte.org/ 

• Montessori Foundation - www.montessori.org/ 

• National Center for Montessori in the Public Sector - www.public-
montessori.org/ 

• North American Montessori Teachers Association - www.montessori
-namta.org/ 

• Teach Montessori - http://www.teach-montessori.org/ 

For more information , please feel free to contact me at the email 
address below. 
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